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ruler of Paris, was a very ordinary, vain, and incapable states-
man. J6r6me Potion, or as he termed himself Petion de
Villeneuve, was born at Chartres, in 1760, and became an
avocat in his native city. He obtained a great reputation
there, and, like every ambitious young lawyer, at once wrote
for the press, and sent certain articles on the subject of the
marriage laws to Brissot's Bibliothbque de la Legislation. He
was elected to the States-General by the tiers dtat of Chartres,
but it was more than eighteen months before his name became
known It was only after the death of Mirabeau that the
Radical party gained popularity with the mob, and then it
was Petion rather than Robespierre who was singled out for
special admiration. His handsome face and courteous manners
won the hearts of the people more than Robespierre's austerity;
and while Robespierre was admired, Petion was adored, until
his weakness became manifest. So greatly was he adored,
indeed, that in 1792 one Regnault-Warin actually wrote a
Vie de Petion, comparing his life and character to that of
Christ. A quotation from a contemporary pamphlet will show
the opinion held of the Radical leaders in the Constituent
Assembly. "Posterity will speak with transport," it says,
" of a citizen as incorruptible as Potion, as inflexible as Robes-
pierre, as loyal as Dubois-Cranc6, as philanthropical as Gr^goire,
as upright as Prieur, as intrepid as Buzot, as firm as Rcederer,
as ardent a citizen as Salle, as severe as Camus, as honest as
Anthoine, as firm as Rewbell, and excellent legislator as
them all."

The authorities of the department of the Seine who had
been intended to control the commune of Paris had also been
changed by the elections of 1791. The directory remained,
however, strongly Constitutional, and on December 5 the whole
directory, with the exception of Roederer, the new procureur-
general-syndic, protested against the decree of November 29.
But the council-general of the department held very different
opinions to the directory, and declared at their next meeting
that they had no knowledge of the protest, and the directors
then humbly announced that they had only protested as indi*